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and therefore, I vegg, you Will, pleaſe 


fo accept of it. 
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—  _- CGreat Attention Was given to it 
from thoſe whoheard it from the Pul- 
pit; and if the Publication does Im- 
print it in the Hearts of others Who 
were Abſent, it will be matter of 
—— ——  — Fey ond Comfort to me. I am, 


Your moſt AﬀeSionate Friend, 
and Servant, 


Tho. Knaggs. 


Prov. 


PROV. Cap. AXVIE-ver. 1, 
Boat not thy ſelf of to Morrow, for 


thou know ft not what a Day may 


bring, forth. 
Hen we refle& upon the Uncertainty of Man's 
Life, and call to mind the bodily Infirmities 
and Difeaſes which we are ſubject to in this 
ſtate of Frailty and Mortality : When we look upon the 
dayly decays of natural Strength within our ſelves; as 
alſo the ſhort Life and fuddain Death of many others : 
And laftly, when we conlider how the Breath of many 
Men is taken from them by an accident, we have all the 
reaſon in the World to believe, that there is not any 
piece of Folly which Men can be more guilty of than a 

Preſumption of long Lite. AlmighryGod, 1n whoſe Pow- 
er alone, and at wholePleature are the times and the 
ſeaſons, hath pronounced an unalterable Scntence, We 
mat all Dee, and hath prepar'd the Grave as an Houſe 
appointed for ail 1iving. The Experience of former A- 
ges hath ſuffitiently confirm'd this zreat Truth, ſo that 
we veterve to be poſted for do.vn right Fools and Mad- 
nEn, if we do not int beuere we nufſt foliow in our 
TRrR, and be laid 1n the 4uit as thoſe that are gone be- 
fore. 


And 


And, as it is amott certain truth, that the ſtroak of 

Deati1 1s unavoidable {o their is nothing fo Uncertain 

ark as the tlie when it will ſeize upon us. Watch and Pray * 
' for ye know not when the 1tme ſhall be. The hour of *our 
Death is known to no Man. The Angels which are 1n 

| Heaven: are ignorant of our Dying- day. The Son of 
God, as to his humane Nature, is a ſtranger to that time 

when the Sun of our Liſe ſhall ſet and go down: Tis 

the peculiar Prerogative of the Father, of God himſelf, 

who knows all things to know when our Sou! /s muſt 20 

| to Him that gave. them, ancl therefore It highly concer ns 
- u3 all to be Provide ei tor Death, leit coi ning {uddainly 
upon us, it tind us in our Sins, and 1iend us away to 
— HT Judgement to anfwer for them. No queition out many 
Souls, even this Morning, ann pais'd the Pangs ind Ago- 


67 (papers tj þ 
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nies of Death, and made tier Appearance vero! eaRigh- | 


teous and Juſt Judge. What would bec me of us, had 

—_  —  —Ovrs gerte-Hons-with-them? Are-our Accounts” even? 
Are ali thugs bec ween God and our Souls rigiit and 1n 
order + Is our Peace made with Heaven ? Or, are we 

Proof againſt the Acculations oi Satan aud our own Con- 

[ciences ? Su; ppole we ſhould this nigat hear the Cry, 


Bchotd the E:tiegroontTometh, ae we ready to enter into - 


tie Wedding cramber: ; And, why may not our Bzdthis 

; Nighithe our Grave, our Sicen our Death, and our next 
2. —--Upritins our Summons to aterrible Tribunal « Whilſt 
we ſlept fecure(y in our Beds, have we not the next Mor- 


| mag heard of ri ſfuddain and untimely Death of many 
: Mer? > And won ie we better than they » When we go 


fer mnte r t& \\ 07: 1n the Mor ning , Cah WE Dr orſe 
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et a bs w76 9104 82 ons A beſal ic 96 well ac they 
and may not VAriety Of ACCLIEETTIES £141 Us a$ well 5s ney 
have Gone others? What are wethen, that we ſhould 
- boaFt of to Morrow, Whereas ne knem vce what a day oy 
bring forth © | 


In diſcourting of which Words, L itt; 


[. Shew the Folly and Dates oi Mens promiling i6 
themielves Long: life, 

if. I ihall conſider the Fraiity of our Lives; and, in: 
the conſideration thereo!, let you ſce. That the Uncer- 
tainty of our Lives ſhould make us humble in the midit 
of Plenty and Protperity, 

11], That the Prefumption of having many Years vet | 
to come, may juftly provoke God to blaſt ſfuch al refump- 
tion with a ful ain Dit lappoiniment : And, 

Lijily. I ſhall draw Two Inferctices from the whole, 
and ſo conclude. 


[ degin ng hs frit of theſe, v/z. To ſhew the Folly and 
dguger of Men promiſing to themſelves Long-life. 

It hath aiw az ; been the Cuſtoine of the Spirit of God, 
in the Scriptures to compare the Li -_ of Man to thoſe 
things that are of little Certainty, 10 Continuance. | 
What us you Tife? It is even aV Jebrng "h at appears for 4 Fon, 4 
little time and then vaniſheth away. This is the ſhort; : | 
tackle, uncertain Nature of Man's Life. Are not bu days _ 
like the days of an Hireling, laid Job, Which according ,. 
to the Word of God himſelf is but Three Years. BS 4. Pe 
time 1s ar ogged d with Montbs, with Days, with a Watch , 


OO, 


mm the Night ; nay, even with Aothng. Man's time iS 4." 5 

ſaid to paſs. more haſtily than a Weavers Shurtle, or a Wiſts 
Ship that pafleth over the Waves of the Water x or a 
Brd that flies through the Air, or an Arrow ſhot : out of 

c: i Bow, Our days are gone as a Dream, they fiy away 


as 


Fob 14.48 A ſhadow, they vaniſh as a Word in the Air, and pe: 


Luke 12. 


1 Tim. 6. 


TS, 


riſh as a Thought. Secing Man that s born of a Womajy 
has but a ſhort time to live, What a tolly is 1t to dote 
upon the glittering Vanities and the gilded Thorns of 
this ſublunary World, and to preſume upon a long and 
pleaſant Enjoyment of Earthly Comforts and Delights? - 
Remember the Rich Fool in the Parable, whole Soul was - 
requir'd that very night after he ha reſolv'd to lay up 
Wealth for many Years, whereon he might Eat, Drink, 


and be merry. There cannot be a greater Vanity than 


for Men to extend their Ends and Deligns far: If they 
will needs turn Projeaors, let it appear 3y laying up agood 
Foundation againit the time to come, againſt the day of Ne- 
ceſfity, and by ſetting their Aﬀections on things above. | 
Boa#t not of to Morrow, Death ſends not always a Warn- 
ing to us, as it did to good King Hezckzah, Set thy Hoafe 
mm order ſor thou mutt Die, No, it ſurprizerh the Young, 
as well as takes away the old, for with Death there 1s 
no reſpect of Perſons. Fob's Children dream'd little of 
dying lo ſuddainly, when they were ſolaceing and de- 


lighting themſelves in their Feaſts and Follities. And 


the rich Fool in the Goſpel did the like, when he was 
rejoycing in his preſent Fortune, and the Charms of 
his own Heart. When David hugg'd himielf in his Se- 
curity, by the great Number of his People, God quick- 
ly followed his Pride with Peftilence, and makes them 
decreaſe Seventy Thouſand, 1 Chron. 21. 14. Whilſt 
Nebuchadnezzar was vaunting and magnifying himſelf, 
Is not thu gr:at Babylon that I have Built, for the might of 
my Porer, and for the honour of my Majejly? While the 
Word was in his Mouth, there fell a voice from Heaven, 
laying, The Kingdom + departed from thee; and he was 


turn'd toeat Graſs aSOxen, Dan. 4. 30. If the wicked 


cF 


vervant begin to eat and drink with the Drunken, the Lord 
ST, will 


E 9] 


wall come unexpectedly, and cut = os and appoint 
bs Portion with the Hypocrites, Matth. 24. 49. Whilft 
the People, before the Flood, were Eating, Drink ng, 
Matrying, and g1Ving 11 Marriage, tne Deluge Cate and 
cleſtroy” d them all. And in the days of Lot they ard eat, 
they crank, they bourht, they foid, they planted, they Build- 
ed, vat the ſame day that Lt went out of 2 o0dome, it rumed 
Fire and Brimfione from Heave f; and airoyed them all, 
They were ſurpriz'd i n 12 midſt of their Proſperity, and 
all the hopes of the one, as well as the Pleaſures of the 
other, were cut off by an unexpetred Stroak, Man knows 
wot his time, as the Fiſhes that are taken in an evil Net, and 
as the birds that are caught in a ſnare, jo are the Sons of Men 
fnar'd mm an evil time, when it falls ſndaainty npon them. 1 
would to God I couid awaken Men out of their tolly, 
upon a Preſumption of a Long-1te, and convince them 
of the danger of it by ſeeing others lucddainly ſnatch'd a- 
WAY 111 the prime of thetr Years, 1n their full Strength 
and youthful Vigour. Who next among us: ſhall fall 
into the hands of Death we know not: *tis fttre we muſt} 
41: at onetime or other: You the Hearers, and I the 
Preacher are concluded under the neceility of Dying, and 
oy foon the Grave ſhall ſhut its Mouth up9n us we 
ot find out, or Make any D:iicovery. We ſee that 
Young-men <d12 as welt oid, rich as well as poor, wiſe as 
well as fools, and good Men and Wo: Nen. as well as bad. 
Did Deat! teed only on thoſe that woul-! not be mill'd a- 
Mong us Were trivial Souls rhe ſubject only of Deaths Tri- 
unph? Thoſe unuſeful Burthens of the Earth, who haveno 
Profeſiion but that of the. Arpentd 715 tO ear and tell News? 


Were Ag Perfons Oy who 8: > from p! 2” ro place ant. 


T2th out their tim? £5 112 do! wn in the Daft, and oe ſhut 


BD 11 a br 34 and fem: Grave? 1) a De: LEN nly rYeIMlOoOVe., 


fuch uuprotitable things as thee, who like the fruitiels 
by tree 


Fulgare; 
Onmmas, Li 
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Call. 


[10:1 
tree in the Goſpel only comber the Earth? It would be 
well. But the beſt of Men, and the deareſt Servants of 
God muſt be laid. in the Earth, and take up their Loug.ng 
in the ſame Duſt with the greatcft Sinners. Alexander 
the Great, having found Zrogenes In a Charnel-houte, 
zkd him, What he was doing » To whom he made this 
Anfwer, 1 am in ſearch of thy Father Philip's Bynes, but I 


fi. ' all is loſt Iabour , for in jo creat 4 Number , one aiffers 


nu. Yom Another, Diſtinctions are all buried in the 


Gr. Weare all aiike 11 the Duſt , and the Skul! of 


the Nie, as well as that of the Fool ſhall be an Habita- 
tion for V Vorms to dwell in. Deeth makes no diſtinctt- 
on, ir's Aflauics are Univerſal, and it's Fury will not 
be ſtopp'd till it has over-wheim'd and cover'd the Unt- 
verſe, Ai] Mankind lies under a conſtraint of {ey ing to 


'- Corruption, Thou art my Father, and to the Worm thou art 


my Mother and my Siſter. W here s the honſe of the Prince? 
was a Queſtion ask'd in Foh's time, end the Aniwer is 
this, He ſhall be brought to the Grave, and (hail remam in 
the Tomb, the Gloas of the Vally ſhall be ſweet upon b11m, and 
every Man ſhall draw after him, as there are 1unumerable 
vefore him, Death haſtens apace upon us. We know 
not what a day may bring forth: And therefore, to 
convince you what foliy and dangerthere is in boaſting of 
70 morrow, I here with you to take thele Words along 
with you, When thou riſeft 1 the morning make it a Purſti- 
on, Whether thou ſhalt live till moht, and when thou goeſt to 
Bed, be doubtful whether thou (halt Iive to ſee the next norn- 
ing 6awn upon thee. St. Auguſtin, ſpeaking to a Man, 
who put off his Converſion from day to day, replies thus 
upon him, Thou ſayſt to morrow thou wilt be converted, and 
tomorrow ſhall be the End of thy Sins : But how knoweft 
thoa, but that thou may.ſt be a Dead Corps bofore to morrow 3 
tas God made thee a promiſe, thou ſhalt live and fee to mor- 

YOW * 


[12 | 
row Be not deceived, God has not made any- ſuch Pronije 
to any man. "Tis a dangerous thing for a Man to talk 


iy Tiky 


of leaving his Sins to Morrow, beca wſe Death m 
ines him to Gay, and fend him vaprovided to Judge: 
ment. Are we ale to day? let us n;iake our Peace 
with God, for we know not but we may be dead to 
morrow: Are we here to a 113 Our S118, we know 
10r but to morrow may clo'e our Eyes and bring us De- 
fore the Judgement Seat of a Righteous Judge, to an- 
{wer for every one of them? Are we cali'd to work 1n 
the Vineyard at the Sixth Hour, come quickly, for we 
may not live to fee the Seventh? 'T was a di{mal conciu- 
10n which ſome antient Heathens made ; becauſe they 
might poſſibly die to mn gps therefore it was their 
belt courſe to do nothing but debauch to day. And too 
many Chriſtians reaſon thus Atheiſtically with themſetves, 
Our Life 1s ſhort, come on therefore, let us enjoy the 
things that are preſent. But for a Man to have hs Eyes 
clos'd here, and immediately oper'd again in Judgment, 
where he ſhall ſee all the actions of his Life ſpread before 
him, and as really preſented to his view, as thoſe things 
wich are now moſt freth in Memory ; Oh the Conſter- 
nation-the Soul will then be in! Good God! was cver 
any Folly itke that of putting the day of Death far from 
us > Did ever Men run into ſuch danger as they who 
preſume they have yet time enough upon their hand 
to come in and amend 2 Or, was there ever ſuch Mad- 
neſs as that of faying, to morrow is anew day, we will 
then begin to cait off our Sin, and apply our ſelves to 
ey ip 5CNUOUS Repenrance ? For, do's not dayly Experl- 
=nce make out that ſome Body or other are dying dayly ? 
Do We 19t  Feaneely hear of ſome ſurpriz'd and carri- 
o oft by an Apoplexy, winch renders them auve and 


dead in a moment? Others ſnatcli'd away in a Hot 
B:2 Burning 
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Burning Fever, and .die not themſelves 2 Have not ma- 

?liy. Ny their Souls ler out by an Accid:nt? Hiſtory tells us, 

that the Senator Fabizs was choak'd with a Hair. dua- 

72. Max, creon With the Kernel of a Raiimn; and that a Fith-bone 

coſt Targitnins Prijcas hs Life; Poor E/chizs, (the Tra- 

cedian, 1itting 1n an op2i Place bare-tzeaded, by chance 

an Eagle flew over hum carryinga lortoite in her Ta- 

lons, and taking Þ1s batu-pare to be a Stone, let it fall 

in order to break it, hu: 3t feil with tuch a violence that 

it gave ;j.im a Mortal Wound. *I1sGv4's at vice, bythe 

7 ca, 2, Prophet 4 ſoy, Ceaſe ze from man, nh f- Breath ts mM pts 

=  ANojtials. for irheicau 14 he 10 be accounted of © Let the Ma» 

= ny Diſeaſes and Diſtempers we are fubject to, and tliole 

\þ various Caiuaitis to which we are liavie., put us upon 

| making Preparation for Death and ]udgement, Die we 

mult all, but when, where, how; or, in what Eſtate, 

Circumſtance, or Ccudition , all this is uncertain ? 
Winch brings me, 

2ly, To conixver the Frailty of our Lives, and in the 
Conlideraticn hereof ſhew that the uncertainty of our 
Lives ought to caution us how we bcaji our teives of to 

Morrow, or preſume upon long Lite, and teeing many 
. Days. 

Such a ſlippery and uncertain thing is this our preſent 
Being, that we no ſooner begin to | ve but Death ſends 
a procels out againſt us, infomuch thai the wiicic arcong 
the Ancients have bcen at a ſtand, whether ther 151 uid 
call the time of our ſojourning here on Earth, a {ing 

| Death, or a dying Life. How vain is it to pretend to 

diſpole of the Future > To enter upon Projects upcn a 
Preſumption we ſhall live to ſee the final Accompliſh- 
ment of them ? To boaft and fay, well, I will £9 and 
pull down niy Barns, and build greater, ſettle my At 
falrs.and then retire? The Wit of Man is not abie to 


expreſs 


E293 1 


expreis the blindneſs of humane Imprudence 1 inivch a 


Preſumpiton. We areall born to dic; all of us equaily 
frail, and uncertain ot to morrow : why then thoutd 
we dare to preſume upon living to fee ir ? St. James 
has not a little cautioned us pain] all ſuch Vauntings, . 
Boaſtinzs, or the like arrogant Forms of Speech. Go, 
to9, Row ye that fay, to ay CY FO MOFFOIM we rl go into 
jar a Gly and continue there a year, and buy aod ſell and 

et gamm : H heres bi know not n hat ſhall ce on the morrow, 
2 what 15 Jour iife® It even a Vapour that :pppeareto 
for a little t141e and then vauiſheth away, This was the 
Apoſtle's Caution to thoſe who boaſted, they would go 
into {uch a City and continue there for fome time, at- 
\ur. n2 to themfe;ves Power over the Future : this he 
blamed chem for.and told them i heir Duty, For ye ought 
to jy, If the Lord will, we thati live and do this or that. 
Aid lire I am, this was St; Paul's Practice allo : For 
ſpeakins of ſome who were puff:d up as tho he would 
not coins back again where he had befor? been propa- 
82:1, the Goſpel. took occaſion to deſpiſe him when 


'S 


Chap. 4 


30 


abſ-it. But | will come to you ſhortly if the Lord will, CPP. 4- 


Si. Farl makes menti n of his going back, but it was 


with Subordination. to th Nath of God; and fo like- 
wite our Forms of Languag: ought to be. For it is a 
moſt Atneiftical way of Tekin to ſuffer the Tongue 
to utter ſuch infuent Language as this, I will do this 
or that, I will ra{- {1:ch or ſuch a Journey, I will re- 
turn at my Pleatury: - 41d 1 will {!tpoſe of my felt for 
the future, as thaii ſeem moſt ag: eeabie to me. What 
can fuch Forms of Speccn ten:d to but the taking our 
ſelves off from all Dependance on God ? To place our 
ſelves upon the Throne of teaven, and arrogate to frail 
Mortality, what only is the Prerogative of Almighti- 


neſs it ſelf2 For God oniy can diſpole of the Future. 
He 


[14 ] 

He knows what ſhall be on the Morrow, and what a 
Day will bring forth. Much may be faid againſt fo 
vain, dangerous and profane a Prefumption as long Life. 
Are wenot all Men? Are not all our Bodies fubject to 
Infirmities and Diſeaſes Are we not all compoſed of 
Fleſh and Blood, the true and certain Signs and Chara- 
&ers of Mortality2 When Anaxagoras received the 
unhappy News of his only Son's untimely Death, there 
was not the leaſt Diſorder in his Mind, neither were 
his Thoughts in the leaſt diſcompoſed : For when the 
Meflenger told him his only Son was dead, he with a 
compoled Mind returned him this Anſwer, I knew ] 
begot him a mortal Man. And Alexander the Great, 
having received ſome Wounds was convinced that he 
was 2 mortal Man, by the bloud that ran out of them. 
Adam was formed of the Duſt of the Ground, and was 
reſolved into the ſame ; and when our Breath -goeth 
forth we ſhall return to the Duſt likewiſe. It was an 
admirable ſaying of St. Auſiza, Let a Man own himſelf 
to be a Mortal, and boaſting of to morrow will and muſt 
down. What Philip, King of Macedon's Page faid to 
hin, may as truly be faid of every Man here preſent : 
Remember thou art a mortal man. Remember thou muſt 
die, and that, even this Night, thy Soul may take its 
Flight and leave thee nothing but a breathleſs Body, is 
enough to humble the lofty mind of the greateſt Boafter. 
Solomon, to perſwade Men not to defer Acts of Cha- 
rity and Mercy, Jays down this Rule : Sy not unto thy 
Ieighbour, go, aud come again, and to morrow 1 will ive 
#nto you, He wouid not that Acts of Mercy ſhould be 
deferred till to morrow, but Men ſhould do good, even 
when it 15 1n their Power. And if Acts of Mercy ousht 
not to be put off till ro morrow if it be in our Power 
to-do them to day: Surely then, we will not be fo cruel 

| ro 


C15] 


£0 our own Souls, as to deferr being inercitu} 16 them 


till to morrow when we may do 1t to day, and when 
to day may be much ſafer, becauſe we know rot what 
a day may bring forth. I come, 
3ly, To ſhew tnat a Prefumpiton of living long, cr 
a boaſting of to morrow, may juſtiy provoke Gcd to 
biaſt ſuch a Preſumption with. a iuuden Diſappoint- 
ment. What 1s 1t to promie to our ſeives long Life, 
but to promile allo that God wiil wait our leilure, 
that he will not interrupt us in the Enjoyment of our 
—_ and Poilefiions, but we may live as we lift and 
die when we pleaſe 2 What is it to boaſt 07-4 tO Mor 
row, and when to morrow comes, to fay, well, to 
morrow I wil change my Lite, and to jay every yay: : 
VVhat's this bur to flatter our ſelves that the Mighty 
and Powertul Creator will dance Attcnlance after us 
through all the tedious Stages 01 our unreatonable De- 
lays? That he wi wink at all thole Aﬀronts and 
Provocations whicii between our Tuuch and Old Age 
we were retoived to ofter him? And in the Cloſe of 
all, wh-n we have wearled our ſelves in the ways of 
wicked inels, when our Strength fails, our Sp:rits ſpent, 
our ones full of the Sins of our Youth, our Bodies 
withered, and our Souls wearied with reſtleſs Motions 
of unſatisfied Deſires that the Almighty will be ſo tame 
as then to. be. fully ſatisfied with a omg O, or 4, 
fhghing Alas, and readily pardon all our Sins upon a 
bare Acknowle dement of th m ? Be nor-deceived, God 
Ww1ll not be mocked; ſuch a F reſumption provoked God 
tocutthe rich Man off inthe Goſpel, with a thou Fool, thy 
Night ſhall thy Soul be required of thee. A Warning to 
all Mcn how they boaſt themſelves of to morrow, and 
preſume upon living to eat the Fat and drink the Sweet. 


We read of a People, in the 6th of 4mos, that put far 
irom 


———_— - 
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from them the evil day, who laid apon beds of Ivory, and 
ftretched themſelves upon their Gouches ; that eat the lambs 


ont of the flock, ani calves out of the nudft of the jiall; 
that chanted to the ſound ef the Vol, and invented themſlves 

Inſtruments of muftck,, and drank wine im bowls, and auomted 
themſelves with the chier ointments. Thus truſting in 
their Enjoyment , and feeding their Fancies with many 
Years to come, in the midſt of their Jollity, the Wrath 
of the Lord brake in upon them, even almoſt to an ut- 
ter Deſtruction. 'O Man! glory not in thy Poſleſſions, 
Say not to thy Soul, Eat, drink, and be merry, thou haft 

goods laid up for many years, leſt thou be cut off by a 
{udden and unexpected Stroak, which w1ll confute thee 
of all the vain Promiſes made to thy ſelf, Thus, 
whilſt that proud King Belſhazar wiz quaiing and ca- 
rouſing himſelf in the midſt of his ſumptuous Feaſt, in 
the Company of his Lords and the noble Train of his 
Wives and Concubines. In the height of all his Royal 
Pleaſures, a Hand came out of the Wall upon which 
his Dvom was writtei and deſcribed, which he no { 

ner ſaw, but hi Gountenance was changed, and tis thoughts 

troubled hrm , ſo that the joints of hy lots were loojed, 
and hy Knees ſmote one agatnit another. All his Royal 

Pleaſures could not compote him. Nay, not the Wine 
he drank was abie to keep horrour and Aftoniſhment 
from him. Sorrow leized the Man, and diipell'd all 

the jolly Company of Mirth and Delight. 

Thvs having diſpatched the. Particulars raiſed from 
the Text; And; - 

F; Shewen the Folly and Danger of Mens pronfng 
to themicives long Life. : 

___ 2, Conliidered the Frailty of our Lives and in the 
Conſideration thereof let you ſee that the Uncertainty 
of our Lives ſhould make us humble in the mid{t} of 

-lenty and Proſperity, - 3, That 


T9] - 


3. That the Pretumption of having many years yet 


to come, may jutily provoke God to blaſt ſuch a Pre- 
{umption with a fudden Ditappointment. | come, 

Laftly, to draw two inferences from the whole, and 
{0 conclude And, 

. VVhar ſhould the uncertainty of our Lives teach 
us, but the Art Sts Arithmetick, io to nunzber our 
aays as to apply our hearts unto Wiſdom. All the days of my 
appointed trme ll { wait tilt my Change © comes, ſaid Holy 
Fob. Ante Senefiutem curavi ut bene viverem, in Sene&ute 
at bene moriar, ſaid Seneca. I took care to live well be- 
fore I was old; and now, being old, my whole Buſi- 
preſs is to ſtudy now T (hail die well. A moſt nobleSay- 
ing, and fit to have dropt trom the Mouth of a Chriftt- 

VVhat Man that conſiders the Uncertainty of his 
o__ but will I1ye 1n a continued Preparation tor Death 2 

5 the time of your S0 JONTRENS here in fear. VVork out 
flex Salvation whilſt 'tis day with you, left the Night 
overtake YOu UNaWAres, and render ye incapable of do- 
122 any good for your Souls, for there # no Work, nor De- 


© 
© 


hos 
a! 


———_ n " 
— ” 
y OTE CC - * 


4 2 beater ene IR per er 67 


Hoes HOY K nowl: ag? ; HOY Ty {do 1 11 ive Grave. iDcath 15 
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ye Workers of Iniquity. Ate th 11s diſmal and dolefal Sen- 


_ 7 oo _ : 7 : / po Bi. 4 4 2 47: 
Let [here 1H beno A fes 1; ftand ; '2 126 Be for the, 
£ 


. . 
1\t9 7 A ar 2-70 {to ?3 between FT. 4 'F7 Fa 7; 17 and th > Heat: 1, ior 


# ” t 
Ta 


E _—" F d # Thr + 
" , 1 "WF. _ L 4.4 i 04 "y 7} - Y 4 27 Fo F £7 
GHy Noah. / aA441 C1; ſy Þ OD 49; ; ' FLY 7 P # Tz) for them. It Vy S 


= 137} 


(Þ 


"ma LINS nothing but weeping and gnathmg of 
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go down to the Grave in our Sins, in that miſerable 
Condition, the Soul goes to God, anc ſo to Judgment. 
Death ſets Men down in an Eternity, and that either of 
Happineſs or Miſery. The one of thiete two ſtates re- 
ceives the Souls of all Men. A Lite of Blits and Hap- 
pineſs is prepar'd for Good-Men, wherein they are to 
ſpend a whole Eternity; but the bad are caft into Re- 
gions of Darkneſs, for ever to lie under the V Vrath and 
Anger of an incenſed Deity. Surely it highly concerns 
us all to fet all things right betwixt God and our Souls, 


left we be ſnarch'd awav on a ſuddain, and be irrever- 


fibly determin'd and abſolutely fix'd under an unchang- 
able State. But, | 

2, A ſecond Inference 1s this, If there be Folly and 
Danger in preſuming upon Long-Lite, and if ſuch a 
Preſurption may juſtly provoke God to blaſt it with as 
ſuddain Diſapointment, what remains, but that we en- 
joy the things of this World as 1f we enjoy'd them not ? 
For whac is there in this World that we thould fo dote 
upon i*, and ſolace our ſelves in the Enjoyment of it's 
200d things ? Is it not a World of Miſery 2 A World of 
Sorrow ? A World where Sin and Iniquity abounds? 
A Worid beſet with Temptations and Difapointments ? 
A World full of Snares and Croſſes? And has it not 
Dcen in a manner a Field of Blood? Have we not heard 
of dayiy Slaughters > Is not War the great thing that 
has long founded in our Ears ? The Neighing of Horles, 
the Roaring of Cannon, the Burning of Towns and Ci- 
ties, and laying them in Aſhes : The Sinking of Ships, 
and tending Men alive down into the Deep to make their 
Grave 1n the V Vaters. Have not theſe, and ſuch like 
Calamities cayly reach'd our Ears ? Beſides, does not 
the Devil go about like a roaring Lyon feeking which of us 


/ 
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Do 


2 Do we not here mect with falſe Friends? 


C19 3 


Do we not often run into Rs and in the midſt of 
Liſe are in Fees 2 Why then thonid we be fond of 
Long-life, and Have fo pathonate a Deitr? to take up our 
Dwelling with celight on this lite the Grave, ſeeing the 
longer our Lives are, the longer wiil be our Accounts, 
and the more numercus our Years. are, the more nume- 
rous will our {ins be « When Gorftantine the Gre at,feit the 
approaches of Death, he let all things ready to embrace 
ir. But thoſe that were about him hearing g him ſpeak of 
Death, did endeavour to divert his Mind from that 
thought, ſaying, He was becoine too nſefal for the World to 
go ont of it, To which the Good Emperour reply'd, Of 
what do you ſpeak to me, as if 1t was not true Life to ate to 
the World to tive with my Saviour No, this here 1s not a 
' Death but a Paſſage to Immortality. If ye love me binder 
not my way, one cannot go too ſoon to Goa, Could we 
taik a little time with a bleſſed Soul now in Heaven, 
and diſcourte of the ſtate of the other World, we ſhould 
think it long till we came to the enjoyment of it, and 
in an holy tranſport wou!'d be ready to cry out,Oh that 1 
the Wings of a Dove, thither would I fly, and take up my reſt 
for ever. Fix thy Thoughts then, O my Soul, upon a 
better Worid, a World above, where true Joys are to 
be found, Where there are no Sorrows, no Troubles, n5 
Dangers, no Fears, no Wars, , no Confutions, and no 
Uproars to be met with, but where all is Peace, Delight, 
and rorfen Pleaſy re, and where all is Heaven and H-2- 
venly. Di {pois ot thy ſelf, O my Soul, for t this Lile. 
Here place all tliy Happineſs , and take off thy Thoughts 
from things temporal, and caſt them upon thoſe that 
are Eternal. A littie time will eat us out of thee poor 
Cottages i121 which we now inhabit. It cannot be long 
_ereevery Soul here preſent muſt appear vofore t the Judg- | 
LIGHTLY Sear ot Chris, to I1Ye an Account of every :hing 
C2 done 
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done in th: Body. For the ſake of your own Souls let 
me beſeech you to improve this little, this ſhort, and 
this uncertain time of yours to the bel! Advantage ye 
are able. Blefſea will that Servant be whom when hb "Lord 


2 Cer. 5. ſhall come ſhall find ſo doing. tor when the Earthly Houſe 


of this Tabernacle ſhall be arſſolv'd, they have 6 a Bnilding with 
God, an Houſe not made with Hands eternal in the Heauoas. 
To conclude, let what I have faid upon this ſubjeRt 


& 


prevail upon you to make this ſhort Lite a Prepen ration 
to 4n endleſs ſtate of Glory. BoaFt not f tomorrow. Put 


not the Evil day far from you, leſt when ye cyy Peace 


y 
and Safety ſuddain DeſtraSion come upou you, Ther | iS A 
diff-rence between the deftructtion of a Man and ot: 
Creatures. They when they Cie ceaſe to be. All their 


being expires with their Breath, but man con{ilirs of a 
double Nature, his Death is but a DifloJution, 
{lation of his Soul either into lbrahamn's Boſom 7 
enjoy infinite and Duundleſs Bliſs ; or elie to thoſe infer- 
nal Regions of Darkneſs where the Spirits - Wicked 
Men ſpend a miſerable Immortality. Let wicked Men 
pride themſelves in their happineſs, yet he” time will 


& 


come when Deſtruction will overtake them. T ares a- 
mong Wheat may grow up unto the Harveſt. Pleaſant 


1 1C dtc L 
Ot Snow may 
continue for” a long time: But the Sun will arite 
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when the Srow Nall be melted. The Harveſt Wi 
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come when the Tares ſhall be ſeparated from the Wheat 
and all the follity 7.of the W icked, like thoſe Pic -afant 
Rivers of Fades, ſha] 11 at laſt fail into a Dad Sea 
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[31] 
riſen from the Dead, unleſs with his Finger he fclt tl 
Print of his] Natls, and thruſt his Hend into. his fide. 
While the Bridegroom tarried the Virgins all ſlumbered 
and flept. This 15 the — of our Age, and I pray 
God many be not ſurpriz' as they were. Their 
Slumvering and Sizep.ng was the cauſe why they could 
not be adnitted ints the Marriage-Chamber, WILy the 


door was fhut agalnit * SUP 4nd of our Lords anfwe cring 
their £n) 7 from within with a 7erzly, ] fay unto you I know 

you 206, And can we think 70 elcaps the ſaine Judpe- 
ment 11 we CTY LO POYFOP, TO 13877TOW, and boaſt of Futu-. 


rityz We may aiture our lelve es if we e Qo, the day of 


Death W1ll furprize US, ata i then | it will be too tate to--- 


make Peace for our Sins v dhe He JOul 15 ris. 5 to its 


Tryat, -to- give an Account for what it did 1 in the Body, 
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Trey thaiti lie down aiike in the Duit, and the V orms 


ſhall cover them. 

Secondly, Let the Old-Man tkewile, who ds has 
one foot in the Grave, 4nd Toe - Weak and infirm Bo- 
dy ſtoops towards the Earth, be cautious how Ne e boaſts 
of to Mo;row. Let Oid-age thar has furrowed his Face, 
wrinkled his Skin, pal'd ins Viſuoe $5 a iN his is Eyes, 


A--4 &%S-LiA 
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fumbled his Speech, LIL4T RTE. 
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his Appetite, caus'd his Knees to quiver, and us Joints 
to tremble, ſtrengthen his Faith, and put him in mind 
of his decrepit and dying Condition. Let the Intirmi- 
ty and Diſeaſes, which have ſeized upon his aged Body, 
call to his Remembrance that his latter end 15 approach- 
ing, that the time of his Departure draws near, and 
that his Life holds but by a weak firing, and there- 
fore it becomes him not to boaſt, but to 1mprove that 
little to the beſt Advantage he is able, that ſo he may de- 


part in Peace. and die in the Favour of his God. Alas! 
it's grown too general a Cuſtome, both among Young 
and Old, to put the Evil Day far from them, and not ro 
ſend for the Miniſter to prepare them for the Life to 
cone, till they deſpair of living any longer in thus, 


which occafion'd a witty Man to make this Obſervation, - 


Hb: deſintt Medicus, incipit Theologus- When the Phytt- 
tian has made an end, then the Divine begins. Sure I 
am the ſafeſt way is to improve the time of Health, and 
not to tarry tilt your Souls are ready to take their Flight 
and breath out themielves into Eternity. Men and 
Brethren what ſhall we do, ſaid St. Peter's Converts : 
This was the courſe they took in the time of Strength, 
and Vigour, Health, and Life. 


And here, was I to make a long Panegyrick of our 


_ departed Siſter ( whoſe Funeral we now ſolemnize ) I 


could with eaſe launch forth, and yet uſe no Pulpit 
Flattery, but the true end of a Funeral Sermon ſhould 


_be not fo much to commend-the Dead; as by ittoin- © 


ftruct the Living, and make the Survivours ſenſible that 
they ({Þall ail one Day be, as ſhe now is who lies breath- 
leſs before us. 
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1 ſhall contrive what I have to tay in a very narrow 
Compaſs : And, 


I. In relation ro her Hwband, the approved her ſelf _ 


a Careful, Loving, and Dutiful Wife. 


IL. In relation to her Children, a Tender, Aﬀectionate © 


and Indulgent Mother. 


Il. In relation 30 thoſe among whom fhetieed; a Good 
Friendly, and Kind Neighbour. 


IV. In yetation to ber Servants, a Juſt, Bountiful, and 
Exemplary Miſtriſs. 


V. In relation to ber. Kindred, She was Generous and 
Hoſpitable. 


VI. In velation to the Poor, full of Pity, Compaſſion, 
and Charity. 


VII. In relation to her Superzors, of a Modeſt, Decent, 
and Becoming Behaviour. 


—— VIIL In relation to all, Courteous, Obliging, and_ 


Afﬀable. 


IX. In velaticn to God, in time of Health, a conſtant 


-— Reader of his holy Word, a firict performer -of_tho__ 


great Duty of Prayer, a frequenter of the Holy-vacra- 
ment, a Peace- Maker, and one who follow'd ſuch caings 
as Made for Peace. 


And, 
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And, in her Sickneſs, ſhe was + "urtern of Meekneſs, 
3nd Submiſſion ; for, in the mdf. 1 her ſharpeſt Ago- 
nies, ia her ſoreſt Pains, the retign'd up her Will to the 
Will of God; and, with great Chearfulne's look'd 
Death in the Face, and was heartily reconct} we to It, 
She. dyed in perfect Cl:arity with all the World, and 
now reſts from all her Labours. Thus, in all t 6 Re- 
lations of a Wile, a Mother, a Neighbour, a Mift us 


a Friend, and a Chriſtian, ſhe acquitted her {-1f w; 
creat Wiſdom, Prudence, and Piety. 


i] 


And now the Soul being gone to God who gave it, 
what remains but that we take our laſt Farewell of her 
Body, and commit it to the Grave there to Rezt till the 
General Reſurrection when the Trumpet ſhall {ound the 
Call, Ariſe, ye Dead, and come to Fudg'ment. Ai. 
are in their Graves ſhall hear the Voice o the'Son of 


Man, and ſhall come forth, they that have done Good 
unto the Reſurrection of te; +Rd Hcy frat iave done 


Evil unto the Reſurre&ion of Conderination. The 
Grave ſhall not always hide us, nor the Dutt for ever 
conceal us. Rife we muſt all, and in theſe Bodies tand 
iorth and receive an unaiterable Sentenc2.. Let me be- 
feech all of you, to prepare for Death and Judge- 
ment, that. ſo in the gre: Morning of the Reſur- 
rection, we may be of the number of thoſe who ſhail 
11fe to Everlaſting Lie. 


To Die well is a great Buſineſs, a great Concern, and 
if we underſtand our feiyes we cannot bur know it : 


for, at our Death we throw our laſt Caſt for an Eterni- 
how much we are » CON- 
a ftake 
iepe nds, 


ty of Happineſs or Miſery : And 
cern'd to throw that well upon which fo vaſt : 
c 
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depends, do ye judge. We Die hut once, and if we 
do no: &o it weli, we are loſt for ever. O that all of 
vs may {o Live and to Die. that fo we inay be abie to 
ſay, with St. Paul, Wicthir melive, we liveto the Lord, 
whether we Cie, we dre to whe Lord, mhether we live or die 
1c are the Tords, For me 1» cre 4 Gat, fald the ſame 
Apoſtie, fo will i: be ours, if we prepare for it by 
a V4iituous and Rightcous Lite, ; 

Bleijed # inat cervant Whom when ts Lord ſhall come 
ſhall pud fo deing. 1iho fbail aſcend mio the Hill of the Lord 2 
aud who fpall frand 1 tis Holy Place © Even he that hath 
cleay Haids and 2 pure Heart. And now, Lord, what 5 
car Hope, truly on Hope 7s ever mt mee : Lord, teach us [0 
to newer eur days, that we may apply our Hearts unto Wife - 
age. | | | | | 2 

May God, of his Infinite Mercy, grant,.ithat all of us 
not Boaſting of to Morrow, may take Carey to provide 
and prepare for Death to day ; and that the Frailty and 
Uncertainty of our Lives may call to our dayiy Remem- 


brance the neceflary Duty cf Repentance, to the Refor- 
mation of our Sins, the Improvement of our Vertues, 
and to the eternal Peace, Welfare and Happinels of our | 
SOUls. | | : 

And 1 beſeech. God to: ſauclify you all, aud 30 preſerve 
your whole Spirit,” and Sod, aud Boay, blametejs wits the 
Comins of our Lord ejits Ghrijt, Yo whom be Honour 
and Glory from this time, henceforth, and for ever- 
more, Amen. 
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